
ACT TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AND GIRLS
SHARED ADVOCACY AGENDA
KEY MESSAGES ON DIGITAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & GIRLS 

ACT TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AND GIRLS PROGRAMME
ACT is a game-changing commitment between the European Commission and UN 
Women as co-leaders of the Action Coalition on Gender-Based Violence (GBV), in 
collaboration with the UN Trust Fund to End Violence against Women and Girls.

Through direct investments in feminist movements, strengthening intersectional 
alliances, and coordinating a shared advocacy agenda, ACT is supporting women’s 
rights movements as they coordinate their push for justice.

The ACT shared advocacy agenda is elevating the priorities and amplifying the voices 
of feminist women’s rights movements and provides a collaborative framework 
focused on common priorities, strategies and actions.

The theme of the Secretary-General’s campaign for the 16 Days of Activism against 
Gender-based Violence this year is UNiTE to End Digital Violence against ALL Women 
and Girls. UN Women, together with our women’s rights partners, are calling upon 
member states, the private sector, the technology sector and all development actors 
to ACT to End Digital Violence against ALL Women and Girls!
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https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/act
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/act
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/act#:~:text=Under%20the%20ACT%20to%20End,the%20global%20and%20regional%20levels
https://knowledge.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2025/07/act-to-end-violence-against-women-shared-advocacy-agenda-key-messages


KEY MESSAGES

Gender-based violence against women and girls (VAWG) 
remains the most pervasive human rights violation, affecting     
1 IN 3 WOMEN globally despite decades of progress

in laws1, services, and prevention. 

DESPITE A LACK OF GLOBAL COMPARATIVE DATA, 
STUDIES SHOW THE PREVALENCE OF DIGITAL 
VAWG IS BETWEEN 16 AND 58 PER CENT.2

THE PROBLEM: THE CRISIS OF VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS EXACERBATED 
BY TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITAL HARMS1

One global survey found that 38 PER CENT OF 
WOMEN HAVE PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 
OF ONLINE VIOLENCE, and 85 PER CENT OF 
WOMEN ONLINE HAVE WITNESSED DIGITAL 
VIOLENCE against others.

THE PROLIFERATION 
AND NORMALIZATION 
OF MISOGYNISTIC 
CONTENT 
through the manosphere 
is expanding harmful social 
norms used to justify VAWG 
online.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES, 
INCLUDING ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE, ARE ACCELERATING 
VAWG AND FUELLING NEW FORMS, 
including image-based abuse, deepfakes, 
gendered disinformation, and coordinated 
harassment. 90 to 95 per cent of online 
deepfakes, are sexual images of women. 

FEMINIST ACTIVISTS AND WOMEN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 
– TOGETHER WITH WOMEN IN POLITICS, JOURNALISTS, YOUNG 
WOMEN, AND GIRLS – are at heightened risk of digital violence. And too 

often, that harm does not stay online. For instance, 73 PER CENT OF WOMEN 
JOURNALISTS interviewed reported having experienced online violence.3 A recent 

study found that 57 PER CENT OF WROS surveyed expressed severe concerns 
about increased risks for WHRDs and activists.
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https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/facts-and-figures/facts-and-figures-ending-violence-against-women
https://onlineviolencewomen.eiu.com/
https://onlineviolencewomen.eiu.com/
https://onlineviolencewomen.eiu.com/
https://onlineviolencewomen.eiu.com/
https://onlineviolencewomen.eiu.com/
https://onlineviolencewomen.eiu.com/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/explainer/what-is-the-manosphere-and-why-should-we-care
https://sensity.ai/reports/
https://sensity.ai/reports/
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/journaliststoo-73-women-journalists-participating-unesco/icfj-survey-have-experienced-online
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/journaliststoo-73-women-journalists-participating-unesco/icfj-survey-have-experienced-online
https://knowledge.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2025/10/at-risk-and-underfunded-how-funding-cuts-are-threatening-efforts-to-end-violence-against-women-and-girls


DIGITAL VAWG 
HAS REAL-WORLD 
CONSEQUENCES, 
including psychological 
harm, coercive control, 
and offline violence. 

DIGITAL VAWG IS INCREASINGLY LINKED
TO AND RESULTING IN FEMICIDES 
including when technologies are used for stalking purposes. In 
2024, a woman was killed every 10 minutes by someone in her 
own family.

SHRINKING CIVIC SPACE AND GROWING ATTACKS ON 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS ONLINE ARE CREATING A HOSTILE 
ENVIRONMENT FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISM, silencing 
women’s rights advocates, deterring women’s public participation and leadership 
and undermining decades of progress. 60 per cent of women’s rights organizations 
reported being severely impacted by the rise of anti-rights movements and reduced 
civic space and 85 per cent of surveyed organizations predict a high-severe level 
of backsliding.

DIGITAL VAWG 
UNDERMINES 
DEMOCRACY 
and is correlated 
with violent 
extremism.
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https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Misogynistic-Pathways-to-Radicalisation-Recommended-Measures-for-Platforms-to-Assess-and-Mitigate-Online-Gender-Based-Violence.pdf
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Misogynistic-Pathways-to-Radicalisation-Recommended-Measures-for-Platforms-to-Assess-and-Mitigate-Online-Gender-Based-Violence.pdf


VIOLENCE 
AGAINST 
WOMEN CAN 
AND MUST BE 
PREVENTED        
yet despite the 
scale of the 
problem, financial 
commitments remain 
inadequate with less 
than one per cent of 
official development 
assistance (ODA) 
going towards ending 
violence against 
women.

THE COST OF 
INACTION IS 
SIGNIFICANT.
Beyond the incalculable 
human suffering, 
conservative 
estimates indicate that 
governments can lose 
up to four per cent of 
their Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) due to 
violence against women. 
This situation is likely to 
get worse with almost 
one in four women’s 
rights organizations 
reporting  that they have 
had to interrupt or halt 
prevention programming 
in light of the mass 
funding cuts. 

COMPREHENSIVE 
WHOLE-OF-
GOVERNMENT 
ACTION TO END 
VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN IS MORE 
EFFECTIVE.              
The rates of intimate partner 
violence are 2.5 times 
lower in countries with 
comprehensive prevention 
and response measures. Yet 
a widespread and significant 
funding crisis has already 
resulted in significant 
reductions in programming 
to end VAWG with nearly 35 
per cent of women’s rights 
organizations reporting 
EVAWG programme 
suspension.

ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AND GIRLS IS POSSIBLE2

WOMEN’S RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS PLAY 
A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PREVENTING DIGITAL 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS 
including advocating for and securing normative and 
policy change, monitoring and holding governments to 
account as well as developing innovative solutions to 
prevent and respond to violence.

THE PRESENCE OF 
A STRONG AND 
AUTONOMOUS FEMINIST 
MOVEMENT IS THE SINGLE 
MOST CRITICAL FACTOR
to drive policy change and drive 
reductions in violence against 
women.

YET WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS ARE AT RISK 
AND UNDERFUNDED DUE TO 
UNPRECEDENTED FUNDING CUTS
with only five per cent certain that they can 
sustain operations for two years or longer 
and 73 per cent reporting significant impacts 
are undermining their work.
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FEMINIST ADVOCACY HAS 
DRIVEN GLOBAL RECOGNITION 
OF DIGITAL VAWG AS A THREAT 
TO WOMEN’S FUNDAMENTAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 
This has resulted in new international and 
regional legal frameworks and growing 
national prioritization with measures 
adopted by 117 countries. However, funding 
cuts are threatening the impact of feminist 
movements with 33 per cent of WROs 
surveyed reporting that cuts have limited 
their ability to mobilize, engage and hold 
duty-bearers to account.

SURVIVORS FACE STIGMA, AND 
INADEQUATE SUPPORT.
Impunity, which is compounded by the 
anonymity and transnational nature of digital 
crimes, restricts survivors’ access to essential 
services, including justice. This situation will 
be further exacerbated with over 40 per 
cent of WROs reporting that they have been 
forced to scale back essential, life-saving 
services for women and girls.

MAJOR GAPS PERSIST.
Less than half of countries 
have laws on online abuse 
and enforcement of existing 
legislation is weak. In addition, 
there is limited reporting and 
access to justice, and

TECH PLATFORMS LACK 
ACCOUNTABILITY. 

A LACK OF RELIABLE 
DATA – especially on 
perpetrators – hinders effective 
policymaking and evidence-
based solutions.
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https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/normative-advances-on-technology-facilitated-violence-against-women-and-girls-en.pdf
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https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099456506262310384


 

TO ACCELERATE EFFORTS IN ELIMINATING VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS, FEMINIST MOVEMENTS 
AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS UNDER THE ACT 
TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS 
PROGRAMME ARE CALLING FOR:

CALL TO ACTION

STRENGTHENED FINANCING, PROTECTION AND 
SUPPORT TO WOMEN’S RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS.2

BOLD INVESTMENTS IN PREVENTION AND RESPONSES 
TO END ALL FORMS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AND GIRLS INCLUDING DIGITAL VIOLENCE.

1
•	 INCLUDE DIGITAL VAWG in fully budgeted whole-of-

government national action plans on VAWG.

•	 STRENGTHEN INTERVENTIONS AND MEASURES to 
prevent and respond to digital VAWG through harnessing technology 
and innovation to foster positive social norms and counter harmful 
narrative in online platforms including through the manosphere.

•	 STRENGTHEN SUPPORT FOR VICTIM-SURVIVORS 
through access to specialized support and justice, including protection 
of girls and youth, and groups facing multiple and intersecting forms     
of discrimination.

•	 STRENGTHEN DIGITAL RESILIENCE OF women human rights 
defenders and feminist activists.

•	 INCREASE IN QUALITY, LONG-TERM, CORE 
AND FLEXIBLE FUNDING TO WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS to strengthen movements and coalitions.

•	 ENHANCE PROTECTION AND RAPID RESPONSE 
MECHANISMS to prevent online-offline violence, attacks                 
and threats against women’s human rights defenders.
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Enhanced accountability, access to justice and the full 
and effective implementation of laws to prevent and 
respond to digital VAWG.

3
•	 ADOPT, IMPLEMENT, ENFORCE AND FUND 

COMPREHENSIVE LAWS and policies aligned to global standards 
on ending violence against women including enacting laws on digital 
VAWG.

•	 ENSURE ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR VICTIM-SURVIVORS 
AND ENSURE ACCOUNTABILITY OF PERPETRATORS 
OF DIGITAL VAWG through transforming institutional cultures 
and strengthening capacities of law enforcement to investigation and 
prosecuting digital VAWG.

•	 STRENGTHEN THE ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE 
TECHNOLOGY SECTOR AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
PLATFORMS through robust regulatory and oversight mechanisms, 
the development and implementation of common standards and 
policies, requiring them to proactively detect, assess, prevent and 
address Technology-Facilitated VAWG and provide a safe and respectful 
environment online, free from misogyny, and impose sanctions            
and penalties for non-compliance. 

ENDNOTES

1	 Adopted in February 2025 Article 3 of The African Union Convention on Ending Violence Against Women and Girls (AUCEVAWG) 
establishes scope of application to include digital environments in a first ever.

2	 An updated range of findings across national and regional studies, which is wider, will be released by UN Women for the 
campaign.

3	  New data points to be included through study on online violence against WHRDs.
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UN WOMEN EXISTS TO ADVANCE 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS, GENDER EQUALITY AND 
THE EMPOWERMENT OF ALL WOMEN AND 
GIRLS. 

As the lead United Nations entity on gender equality and secretariat of the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women, we shift laws, institutions, social norms 
and services to close the gender gap and build an equal world for all women 
and girls. Our partnerships with governments, women’s movements and the 
private sector, coupled with our coordination of the broader United Nations, 
deliver lasting changes. We make strides in four areas: leadership, economic 
empowerment, freedom from violence, and peace, security and humanitarian 
action. 

UN Women keeps the rights of women and girls at the centre of global 
progress – always, everywhere. Because gender equality is not just what we 
do. It is who we are. 


