A Rwandan mother with her child. Despite dire
conditions in sub-Saharan Africa, women are
rising to the challenges that confront them.
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INTRODUCTION

GENDER
EQUALITY

AND THE
MILLENNIUM
DEVELOPMENT
GOALS

rogress—the word conjures images of purposeful

movement towards a better world; it seems to sig-

nify traveling a path to higher ground. Yet there
is never a guarantee of progress in any endeavour, nor
is its path direct when it does occur. This is as true of
progress for women as anything else. The differences
in the experiences, expectations and priorities of dif-
ferent groups of women mean that there is always scope
for debate about what constitutes progress for them.
Moreover, progress in one area does not guarantee
progress in all areas: women may enjoy certain rights
yet still suffer extreme discrimination. This report, the
second edition of Progress of the World’s Women, explores the
challenges of tracking and determining such progress.
Its goal is to support efforts to improve the monitor-
ing of and advocacy for implementing the commit-
ments made to women in the world conferences

of the 1990s and other global
agreements.

The difference between 2002
and 2000, when we last published
Progress of the World’s Women, is that
we now have the Millennium
Declaration and the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).
These were agreed to in September
2000 when world leaders met at
the Millennium Summit at the
United Nations. The Millennium
Declaration establishes the values
that should guide global develop-
ment — freedom, equality, soli-
darity, tolerance, respect for nature
and shared responsibility — and
promises to free “the entire
human race from want.” In the
Declaration leaders pledged to
“promote gender equality and the
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empowerment of women as effective ways to com- | Study after study has shown that there is
no effective development strategy in
which women do not play a central role.
“Men and women have the right to live their | When women are fully involved, the bene-
lives and raise their children in dignity, free | fits can be seen immediately: families are
healthier and better fed; their income,
savings and reinvestment go up. And
what is true of families is also true of

bat poverty, hunger and disease and to stimulate
development that is truly sustainable.” The
Declaration also states, in paragraph 6, that

from hunger and from fear of violence, oppres-
sion or injustice...” and that “the equal rights
and opportunities of women and men must be

assured.”

The eight Millennium Development Goals | communities and, in the long run, of

(see Box I) commit world leaders to an ambi-
tious agenda for change. For all of the goals, a
set of time-bound targets and indicators have

been proposed (see Box 4, pP- 8) as a means of
tracking progress.

This edition of Progress presents data and analysis
related to Goal 3 of the MDGs: “promote gender
equality and empower women.” It is significant that
the Millennium Declaration identified gender
equality and women’s empowerment as a goal in its
own right and an essential component in achieving
all of the other goals. That world leaders agree that
women’s equality and rights are central to achieving
economic and social priorities is important. It is
equally important that these goals are recognized as
goals for the entire world — they are neither only for
those countries that have achieved a certain level of
development nor for those that have yet to do so.

In this report, we review the basis upon which the
commitment to gender equality was made and the
opportunities and challenges involved in ensuring
that written promises are turned into concrete oppor-
tunities for women. The main section of the report
presents an international cross-country assessment
of women'’s situation at the beginning of the new mil-
lennium, using the MDG indicators for Goal 3. This
information updates the review undertaken in Progress
2000. As before, statistics are at the heart of this work,
yet numbers alone cannot capture the rich diversity of

BOX 1: MILLENNIUM
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Goal 1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Goal 2. Achieve universal primary education

Goal 3. Promote gender equality and
empower women

Goal 4. Reduce child mortality

Goal 5. Improve maternal health

Goal 6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and

other diseases
Goal 7. Ensure environmental sustainability

Goal 8. Develop a global partnership for

development
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whole countries.

—UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
March 8, 2003

women’s lives. Many aspects of women’s progress —
or lack of it — are left out when the focus is on hard
facts: the emotional pull of the unpaid care work that
women provide in their homes and communities; the
excitement and the exhaustion stemming from the
struggle for equality and respect; the terrible toll of
the ongoing violence that women experience, in pub-
lic and in private, in war and during peace. With this
context in mind, this report recognizes the strength
and limits of the indicators chosen to record women’s
progress. It treats them as information to be used in
an ongoing discussion, rather than as facts that close
off debate.

The report will demonstrate that, when compar-
ing the different regions of the world, women in sub-
Saharan Africa face the greatest challenges. Sub-
Saharan Africa has the highest level of maternal deaths
and the highest prevalence levels of HIV/AIDS. The
majority of HIV positive adults are women. Almost
half the population lives on less than US$T a day, the
highest rate of poverty in the world. It is also the
region with the lowest per capita gross national prod-
uct. Average regional income has fallen in the period
1990 to 2000. All of this is reflected in the statistics
on MDG indicators: The rates of girls’ school enrol-
ment and young women'’s literacy are low compared to
other regions, and compared to boys and men’s rates
within the region. Women’s share of wage employ-
ment in the non-agricultural sector is equally low
compared to other regions and compared to men.
Nevertheless, women in the region are rising to the
enormous challenges that confront them. In many
countries, they are beginning to play a larger role in
decision-making, as members of parliaments and as
activists involved in gender budget initiatives.

Given the heated debate about what constitutes
progress for women, the second section of the report
offers a review of different initiatives being under-
taken in countries and regions worldwide to assess
progress towards gender equality. It provides exam-
ples of a range of innovative attempts to liberate data,
build gender-sensitive supplementary indicators and

make this information available to advocates who can
use it to increase accountability and action. This ini-
tial review shows that, while the world has agreed on
a visionary Millennium Development Goal for gen-
der equality and women’s empowerment, there are
many intersecting pathways that countries and com-
munities will travel to move from rhetoric to reality.

Finally, it is important to note what this report
will not do. While gender equality is central to all of
the Millennium Development Goals, this report will
not track progress on the gender dimensions of the
targets and indicators for the seven other goals. This
is a critical task that lies ahead. Gender equality advo-
cates have already taken on the challenge of bringing
attention to this and UNIFEM will be supporting and
joining these efforts. Likewise, achieving the MDGs
is not simply a matter of tracking progress. Rather,
it is dependent on developing innovative and sus-
tainable approaches to the issues that the eight goals
address. This report does not explore the ’how’ of
achieving gender equality and women’s empower-
ment. However, it acknowledges that this is the fun-
damental question that must be answered for the goals
to be achieved.

A GLOBAL CONSENSUS ON GENDER
EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS

It is not by chance that the Millennium
Declaration and the MDGs identify gender equality
and women’s empowerment as central, cross-cutting
goals. The work of gender equality advocates over
many decades created a groundswell of programmes
and plans of action at global, regional and national
levels that committed countries to achieving gender
equality. The commitments made in the UN world
conferences of the 1990s — as well as subsequent UN
meetings in early 2000 — are central to the vision
embedded in the Millennium Declaration and in
Goal g of the MDGs. The Fourth World Conference
on Women (Beijing, 1995) played an extremely
important role. It produced the Beijing Platform
for Action (PFA), an ambitious roadmap for achiev-
ing gender equality that highlights 12 areas in which
action is urgently needed. Other world conferences
of the 1990s — including those on human rights
(Vienna, 1993), population and development
(Cairo, 1994), and the World Social Summit on
Development (Copenhagen, 1995) — reiterated the
call for women’s empowerment and rights. Equally
important, I7I countries (as of March 2003) have
ratified the UN Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), an international women’s bill of rights
that obligates governments to take actions to pro-
mote and protect the rights of women. It is critical
that the spirit and visionary commitments embed-
ded in these documents are not lost as countries and

development assistance agencies organize around the
set of targets and indicators selected to track progress
on the MDGs.

Progress in implementing the PFA and CEDAW
also show some of the complexities in achieving Goal
3 and fulfilling all the commitments made to women.
The five-year review of progress in implementing the
PFA (UN 2001), held in June 2000, showed that the
path of progress had been bumpy at best. As the
report, Beijing and Beyond, states, “New approaches are
needed to address [these] opportunities and chal-
lenges within the Platform’s vision of gender equal-
ity and women’s empowerment. Specific policy issues
concerning women and girls, such as work-related
rights, gender-based violence, reproductive and sex-
ual health and rights, education and social security,
access to productive resources including credit and
nutrition require sustained attention.”

The uneven implementation of the PFA results
from a complex set of conditions that are at the heart
of women’s inequality. The structures that perpetu-
ate gender inequality and discrimination pervade eco-
nomic, social, political, cultural, legal and civic insti-
tutions, norms and practices around the world. The
know-how and investments required to eliminate
these are rarely committed, especially in poor coun-
tries. The political will required to achieve gender
equality is variable or altogether lacking. Although
there are positive and practical examples in almost
every country of actions taken that have improved
women’s status, “significant challenges remain,”
according to Beijing and Beyond.

Progress has also been disappointing in fulfilling
commitments to address other social and economic
priorities highlighted by the UN world conferences.
Governments have pledged to eradicate poverty and
environmental degradation, to reverse the spread of
HIV/AIDS and other pandemics, to ensure educa-
tion for all and to promote human and reproductive
rights, to name a few of the key priorities. Five-year
reviews of these commitments indicate that here too
progress has been slow, uneven, and has largely
bypassed the poorest and most marginalized sectors of
society.

GENDER EQUALITY AND THE MILLENNIUM
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

It is in this context of commitments made and not
yet fulfilled that the MD Gs must be assessed.
Programmes and plans of actions that emerged from
the different UN world conferences contained a rel-
atively small number of quantitative time-bound tar-
gets, many of which were brought together in 1996
by the 21 donor governments of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
as seven International Development Targets (IDTs).

Despite a number of commit- [ CONTINUEDON PAGE 6 ]
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BOX 2: INTERNATIONALLY AGREED-UPON TARGETS

Targets Cairo
(ICPD)

Copenhagen Beijing

(WSSD)

Beijing +5 Johannesburg UN GA-
(WSSD+5) Resolution
on HIV/AIDS

(FWCW)

Governments reiterated the target for women in decision-
making positions endorsed by ECOSOC: 30% of

decision-making positions to be held by women

PFA182

Eradicate absolute poverty by a date to be specified
by each country

By the year 2000, governments committed themselves to meet basic needs:

Universal access to basic education and completion
of primary education by at least 80% of primary

school-age children POA11.6

POA25

POA36a

PFA80b

Gender equality for girls in primary education

PFA81b

Life expectancy not less than 60 years in
any country

POA36b

Mortality rates of infants and children under 5 reduced
by one-third of the 1990 level, or 50 to 70 per

1,000 live births, whichever is less POA8.16

POA36¢

PFA1061

Maternal mortality reduced by one half of the

1990 level POA8.21

POA36d

PFA106i

Severe and moderate malnutrition among children
under-5 reduced by half of the 1990 level

POA36f

PFA106w

Primary health care for all, reducing malaria mortality
and morbidity by at least 20% from 1995 levels
in at least 75% of affected countries

POA36g

Eradication or control of major diseases constituting

global health problems

POA36;

Greater availability of affordable and adequate
shelter for all

By the year 2005, governments promised to:

Close the gender gap in primary and
POA11.8

secondary education

POA36mM

POA36a

PFA80b

Remove all programme-related barriers to

family—planning POA7.19

Countries with intermediate mortality rates aim for
infant rate below 50 deaths per 1,000 and under

-5 rate below 60 deaths per 1,000 births POA8.16

Countries with highest maternal mortality rates aim
for a rate below 125 per 100,000 live births; those
POA8.21

with intermediate rates aim for a rate below 100

Countries with highest mortality rates to achieve
life expectancy greater than 65; all other countries,

a life expectancy greater than 70 POA8.5

Create and maintain a non-discriminatory and
gender-sensitive legal environment by reviewing
legislation with a view to removing discrimina-

tory provisions, preferably by 2005, and eliminating
legislative gaps that leave women and girls without
protection of their rights and without effective

recourse against gender-based discrimination

A/RES/S-
23/3 68b

Develop and accelerate the implementation of
national strategies that promote the advancement of
women and women’s human rights, that promote
shared responsibility of men and women to ensure
safe sex and empower women to have control over
matters related to their sexuality to increase their

ability to protect themselves from HIV infection

4. . INTRODUCTION

A/RES/S-
26/2 59

Targets Cairo
(ICPD (WSSD)

Copenhagen Beijing

Beijing +5 Johannesburg UN GA-
(WSSD+5) Resolution
onHIV/AIDS

(FWCW)

Implement measures to increase capacities of women and
adolescent girls to protect themselves from HIV infection,
principally through the provision of health care and health
services, including sexual and reproductive health, and
through prevention education that promotes gender equality

A/RES/S
26/2 60

Ensure development and accelerated implementation of
national strategies for women’s empowerment, the
promotion and protection of women’s human rights and

reduction of their vulnerability to HIV/AIDS

By the year 2015, governments promised to:

Accelerate action and strengthen political commitment to
close the gender gap in primary and secondary education
by 2005 and to ensure free compulsory and universal
primary educationfor both boys and girls by 2015, and

eliminate policies that worsen and perpetuate the gap

A/RES/S-
26/2 61

A/RES/S-
23/3 67c

POA 11.6 POA 36a

Provide universal primary education in all countries

PFA 80b

Achieve an infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live
births and an under-5 mortality rate below

45 per 1,000 POA8.16 POA 36d

PFA 1061

Make reproductive health care accessible to all
individuals of appropriate ages through the primary
POA 7.6 POA 36h

health-care system

PFA 106i

POA 11.6

Achieve equivalent levels of education for boys and girls

POA 8.21

Reduce maternal mortality rates by a further one-half

Countries with highest maternal mortality rates aim for
a rate below 75 per 100,000 live births; those with
POA 8.21

intermediate rates aim for a rate below 60

Countries with highest mortality rates to achieve life
expectancy greater than 70; all other countries, a life

expectancy greater than 75 POA 8.5

Support and strengthen national, regional and
international adult literacy programmes with international
cooperation in order to achieve a 50 percent improvement
in the levels of adult literacy especially for women and
equitable access to basic and continuing education for

all adults

A/RES/S-
23/3 1f

Reinforce efforts to ensure universal access to high quality
primary health care throughout the life cycle, including

sexual and reproductive health care, no later than 2015

A/RES/S-
23/3 79b

Reaffirm the internationally agreed development goal
of achieving universal primary education, in particular
that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike,

will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling

A/57/532/
add1l

PFA : BEIJING PLATFORM FOR ACTION ; POA : PROGRAM OF ACTION ; UN GA : UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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[ coNTINUEDFROM PACE 3] ments already made to | For UN'FEM’ Goal 3 — gender equality
women at the world conferences, the only IDT and women’s empowerment — is the goal
- y .
governments to demonstrate “progress toward thrOUgh ‘_VhICh women_ s perspectives
gender equality and the empowerment ofwomen | Must be incorporated into all of the other
by eliminating gender disparity in primary and | goals, including that of halving the number
secondary education by 2005. of people living on less than a $1 a day. If
The eight Millennium Development Goals hi li h . itical th
build on and expand the IDTs. The dates by this goa_ I-S t? be reached it _Is c"tlc_a that
which specified levels of progress for each of the | the feminization of poverty, increasingly
goals are to be achieved are included in the recognized by governments as well as
accompanying 18 targets and 4.8 indicators (see | : H -
Box 4, p.8-9). Unlike the IDTs, the MDGs rep- Internatlo_nal docu_ments’ rece_lve . .
systematic attention — especially in this

resent a consensus among all the countries of

the world, rather than just the OECD nations. | €ra of globalization.

related to gender equality was one that called on

Additionally, Goal 8 — “develop a global part- —Noeleen Heyzer
nership for development” — is viewed as a = =
promise by donor governments to take on sub- Executive Director, UNIFEM, 2002
stantive and specific responsibility for helping
other countries achieve the goals. to human capital and other productive
As countries organize to track progress towards resources that enable opportunity), and

achieving the MDGs, there is an opportunity to re-
energize gender equality initiatives by insisting on
the centrality of Goal 3 and the Millennium
Declaration. As a forthcoming World Bank report
notes, “Because the MDGs are mutually reinforc-
ing, progress towards one goal affects progress
towards others. Success in many of the goals will have
positive impacts on gender equality, just as progress
toward gender equality will help other goals”
(Carlsson and Valdivieso 2003). In this regard, it is
absolutely essential to ensure that tracking progress
towards all of the eight goals relies on sex-disaggre-
gated data and gender-sensitive indicators. Many
agencies and advocates for gender equality — includ -
ing the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), the World Bank and numerous academic
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) — are
producing reports that will contribute to under-
standing the gender dimensions of many of the goals
and targets.

Growing interest in the MDGs also presents an
opportunity to stimulate national and local dialogues
about the way in which a country or community wants
to achieve the goals. For instance, in the background
paper produced by the Millennium Project Task
Force for Goal 3, entitled “Promises to Keep,” the
authors review different interpretations of gender

equality of voice (the ability to influence and
contribute to the development process)."
(Grown et al. 2003:3)

Alongside the importance of debating Goal 3 and

incorporating it into public programmes is the
recognition that fulfilling it strictly within the con-
fines of the MDGs presents certain problems. This
complex goal has been encapsulated into a single tar-
get calling for the elimination of gender disparity in
primary and secondary education, preferably by
2005, and in all levels of education no later than
2015. Education is important, but as the Beijing
Platform for Action recognized, there are many
other kinds of gender disparity that are equally
important and must be addressed — disparity in the
economy, in political life, in family life and in the
law, among others.

Fortunately, the indicators for Goal 3 are some-

what broader than the target:

¢ the ratio of boys to girls in primary, secondary and
tertiary education

* the ratio of literate women to men aged 15-24.

* the share of women in wage employment in the non-
agricultural sector

* the proportion of seats held by women in parliament

Thus achievement of the target for Goal 3 should

equality: be treated as a signpost in reaching the goal, not as
a substitute for it, and the indicators can be used to
The UN’s Human Development Report (1995) refers fill in additional details. As discussed throughout
to gender inequality in terms of capabilities this report, the empowerment of women does not
(education, health, and nutrition) and just depend on the elimination of numerical gen-
opportunities (economic and decision-mak- der disparities. It is possible to equalize the enrol-
ing). Similarly, the World Bank defines gen- ment of boys and girls in school at a low level for
der equality in terms of equality under the both, a situation that empowers neither. Equality in
law, equality of opportunity (including equal- deprivation does not represent a genuine fulfilment

ity of rewards for work and equality in access of Goal 3.
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BOX 4: MDG GOALS, TARGETS AND INDICATORS

Goal 1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the
proportion of people whose income is less than
one dollar a day
Indicators
1. Proportion of population below $1 (PPP) per
day (World Bank*)

2. Poverty gap ratio (incidence x depth of poverty)
(World Bank)

3. Share of poorest quintile in national consump-
tion (World Bank)

Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the
proportion of people who suffer from hunger
Indicators
4. Prevalence of underweight children under five
years of age (UNICEF, WHO)

5. Proportion of population below minimum
level of dietary energy consumption (FAO)

Goal 2. Achieve universal primary education
Ensure that, by 2015, children every-

where, boys and girls alike, will be able to com-

plete a full course of primary schooling

Indicators (UNESCO)

6. Net enrolment ratio in primary education,

girls, boys, total

7. Proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who

reach grade 5 (girls, boys, total)

8. Literacy rate of 15- to 24.-year-olds, women,

men, total

Goal 3. Promote gender equality and
empower women

Eliminate gender disparity in primary
and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and
to all levels of education no later than 2015
Indicators
9. Ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary and
tertiary education (UNESCO)
10. Ratio of literate women to men of 15- to 24.-
year-olds (UNESCO)
11. Share of women in wage employment in the
non-agricultural sector (ILO)
12, Proportion of seats held by women in
national parliament (IPU)

Goal 4. Reduce child mortality

Reduce by two thirds, between 1990
and 2015, the under-five mortality rate
Indicators
13. Under-five mortality rate (UNICEF, WHO)
14. Infant mortality rate (UNICEF, WHO)
15. Proportion of I-year-old children immu-

nized against measles (UNICEF, WHO)

8 . INTRODUCTION

Goal 5. Improve maternal health

Reduce by three quarters, between
1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio
Indicators
16. Maternal mortality ratio (UNICEF, WHO)
17. Proportion of births attended by skilled
health personnel (UNICEF, WHO)

Goal 6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and
other diseases

Have halted by 2015 and begun to
reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS
Indicators
18. HIV prevalence among 15-to-24-year-old
pregnant women (UNAIDS, UNICEF, WHO)
19. Condom use rate of the contraceptive preva-
lence rate (UNICEF, UN)

20. Number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS
(UNICEF, UNAIDS)

Have halted by 2015 and begun to
reverse the incidence of malaria and other
major diseases
Indicators
21. Prevalence and death rates associated with
malaria (WHO)

22. Proportion of population in malaria risk
areas using effective malaria prevention and treat-
ment measures (UNICEF, WHO)

23. Prevalence and death rates associated with
tuberculosis (WHO)

24. Proportion of tuberculosis cases detected and
cured under directly observed treatment short

course (DOTS, WHO)

Goal 7. Ensure environmental sustainability

Integrate the principles of sustain-
able development into country policies and
programmes and reverse the loss of environ-
mental resources
Indicators
25. Proportion of land area covered by forest
(FAO)
26. Ratio of area protected to maintain biological
diversity to surface area (UNEP, IUCN)
27. Energy use (l(g oil equivalent) per $1 GDP
(PPP) (IEA, UNSD, World Bank)
28. Carbon dioxide emissions (per capita)
(UNFCCC, UNSD) and consumption of ozone-
depleting CFCs (ODP tons) (UNEP-Ozone
Secretariat)
29. Proportion of population using solid fuels
(WHO) (not yet available)

Halve by 2015 the proportion of peo-

ple without sustainable access to safe drinking water

Indicator
30. Proportion of population with sustainable
access to an improved water source, urban and
rural (UNICEF, WHO)

By 2020 to have achieved a signifi-
cant improvement in the lives of at least 100 mil-
lion slum dwellers
Indicators
31. Proportion of urban population with access
to improved sanitation (UNICEF, WHO)
32. Proportion of households with access to
secure tenure (owned or rented) (HABITAT)

Goal 8. Develop a global partnership for devel-
opment

[Indicators for targets 12-15 are given below in a
combined list. ]

Develop further an open, rule-based,
predictable, non-discriminatory trading and
financial system.

Includes a commitment to good governance,
development, and poverty reduction — both
nationally and internationally

Address the special needs of the
least developed countries.
Includes: tariff and quota-free access for
least-developed countries’ exports; enhanced
programme of debt relief for HIPCs and can-
cellation of official bilateral debt; and more
generous ODA for countries committed to
poverty reduction

Address the special needs of land-
locked countries and small island developing
States (through the Programme of Action for the
Sustainable Development of Small Island
Developing States and the outcome of the twenty-
second special session of the General Assembly)

Deal comprehensively with the debt
problems of developing countries through
national and international measures in order to
make debt sustainable in the long term
[Some of the indicators listed below are moni-
tored separately for the least developed countries
(LDCs), Africa, landlocked countries and small
island developing States]

Indicators

Official Development Assistance (ODA)
33. Net ODA, total and to LDCs, as percentage
of OECD/DAC donors’ gross national income
(OECD)
34. Proportion of total bilateral, sector-allocable
ODA of OECD/DAC donors to basic social serv-
ices (basic education, primary health care, nutri-
tion, safe water and sanitation) (OECD)

35. Proportion of bilateral ODA of OECD/DAC

donors that is untied (OECD)

36. ODA received in landlocked countries as

proportion of their GNIs (OECD)

37. ODA received in small island developing

States as proportion of their GNIs (OECD)
Market Access

38. Proportion of total developed country

imports (by value and excluding arms) from

developing countries and from LDCs, admitted

free of duties (UNCTAD) (not yet available)

39. Average tariffs imposed by developed coun-

tries on agricultural products and

textiles and clothing from developing countries

(UNCTAD) (not yet available)

40. Agricultural support estimate for OECD

countries as percentage of their GDP (OECD)

41. Proportion of ODA provided to help build

trade capacity (OECD, WTO) (not yet available)
Debt Sustainability

42, Total number of countries that have

reached their HIPC decision points and num-

ber that have reached their HIPC completion

points (cumulative) (IMF, World Bank) (see

indicator 43 below)

43. Debt relief committed under HIPC initia-

tive, US$ (IMF, World Bank)

44. Debt service as a percentage of exports of

goods and services (IMF, World Bank)

In cooperation with developing
countries, develop and implement strategies for
decent and productive work for youth
Indicator
45. Unemployment rate of 15- to 24.-year-olds,
each sex and total ILO)

In cooperation with pharmaceutical
companies, provide access to affordable essential
drugs in developing countries
Indicator
46. Proportion of population with access to
affordable essential drugs on a sustainable basis
(WHO)

In cooperation with the private sec-
tor, make available the benefits of new technolo-
gies, especially information and communications
Indicators
47. Telephone lines and cellular subscribers per
100 population (ITU)

48. Personal computers in use per 100 popula-
tion (ITU) and Internet users per 100 population
ITU)

* Agencies and organizations listed in parentheses

provided the data to the MDG database.
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