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A BETTER TOMORROW

Today, violence against women is a fact of life in communities and countries across the
world. It transcends the bounds of geography, race, culture, class and religion. It ranges from
intimate partner violence to the use of rape as a weapon of war, from sexual harassment
in public spaces to harmful practices like child marriage. It affects up to seven in every
ten women at some point in their lives. By eroding women’s health, spirit, agency and
productivity, violence robs women of their basic rights and deprives countries the creativity
and contributions of half their people.

But tomorrow can be different. Societies change,
sometimes very fast. Behaviors, norms and institutions that
are commonplace and unremarkable in the eyes of one
generation can be rejected by the next. Grave human rights
abuses that once enjoyed widespread support—slavery,
foot binding, and apartheid, to name just a few—are today
not only illegal, but also condemned by nearly everyone.
Thanks to the individual and collective efforts of hundreds
of thousands of women and men, laws and attitudes
changed dramatically. What was once acceptable became
unacceptable.

What will it take to make violence against women
unacceptable? For fifteen years, the UN Trust Fund to End
Violence against Women has supported innovative,
effective initiatives designed to transform the ways in
which people think and act. Turn the page to learn more
about what the UN Trust Fund’s partners are doing —and
how you can help.



A FUND WHOSE TIME HAS COME

Throughout recorded history, violence against women has been ignored, excused or accepted
as a seemingly intractable part of the human condition. In the 1990s, however, momentum
began to build around the idea that women's rights were human rights, thanks in large part
to the tireless efforts of women’s organizations around the world.

The 1993 UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against
Women was a landmark acknowledgement that violence
against women is a human rights violation no matter where it
occurrs. The right of women to a life free of physical, sexual and
psychological violence was reinforced through a series of global
conferences in the 1990s and the Millennium Summit in 2000.
Research demonstrated that violence against women and girls was
hampering progress toward the Millennium Development Goals.
With successive UN General Assembly Resolutions, and the UN
Secretary-General’s global campaign UNITE to End Violence against
Women 2008-2015, the issue fully emerged from the shadows,
demanding the attention and action of all who care about freedom
and development.

The UN Trust Fund, established in 1996, embodies this heartening
awakening of global consciousness. A gauge of the international
community’s commitment to making good on its promises to end
violence against women and girls, the UN Trust Fund brings synergy
and coherence to the United Nations’ work in this critical field.

The Fund also helps to meet the vast reservoir of demand for
funding. It awards grants that range from $100,000 to $1 million
to organizations in developing and transition countries. These
grants are awarded annually in an open, transparent and highly
competitive process. Between 1996 and 2011, the UN Trust Fund
delivered almost $8o million to over 330 innovative, strategic and
effective programmes in 127 countries.

Despite its reach, demand far outstrips the UN Trust Fund’s
resources. In recent years, it has been able to support less than

3 percent of the proposals received. In 2011 alone, it received

over 2,500 proposals, with $1.2 billion in requested funding—but
was able to support only 22 of them in 34 countries. The surge in
advocacy and political commitment around this issue is paying off:
growing numbers of organizations have made ending violence
against women and girls a central part of their missions. What is
needed now is a commensurate surge in resources to address this
global pandemic.
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RESPONDING TO VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT

Wartime sexual violence, a weapon used to terrorize civilian populations and demoralize
armed combatants, was long the open secret of armed conflict; everyone knew it happened,
but no one talked about it. Silence, stigma and shame, the frequent companions of sexual
violence, kept societies from helping survivors recover.

In 2000, the historic Security Council Resolution 1325 for the first time acknowledged this
endemic phenomenon and called upon the international community to address the
differential impact of war on women and girls. This Resolution, along with greater real-time
awareness of the sexual violence that characterized conflicts in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and elsewhere, finally pushed this issue onto the
international agenda.

WITH SUPPORT FROM THE UN TRUST FUND:

In SIERRA LEONE, where 250,000 women and girls suffered
horrific sexual violence during a decade-long conflict that ended
in 2002, the National Commission for Social Action’s Reparations
Programme helped some of the most vulnerable survivors rebuild
their lives. For them, the pain of violence did not end along with
the armed struggle. Rape survivors and children born of rape were
often rejected by their communities, and many girls and women
lost their families and livelihoods along with their physical and
psychological health as a result of the sexual violence they endured.
To help these women reintegrate into society and support
themselves and their children, the programme provided vocational
training, microloans and other sustainable livelihood tools.

In the CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO, KENYA, SUDAN, and UGANDA, Physicians for Human
Rights (PHR) developed a medical and legal system for managing
forensic evidence in rape cases to combat widespread impunity
for these crimes. Government troops and rebel forces alike have
used rape as a weapon of war in recent conflicts, sexually
assaulting tens of thousands of African women and girls. Yet
weak justice systems, stigma, fear of reprisal and insufficient
evidence to support prosecution all made survivors unlikely to
report sexual violence. PHR and its partner Tukomeshe Unajisi
Network trained legal and medical professionals to become
specialized forensic experts. These forensic experts are now linked
in a regional advocacy coalition with other key stakeholders,
including grassroots women's groups.
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WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS —
BUT MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE

The UN Trust Fund receives thousands of first-rate project proposals, but is able to fund
less than 5 percent of them. This unmet demand represents tremendous untapped
potential. Only with resources that match the commitment and creativity of those working
to end violence against women can we create a world of equality, justice, safety, dignity
and freedom for all—a world where violence against women is unacceptable.

GRANT AMOUNTS BY REGION 1997-2011

$78.4 Million, 339 grants in over 127 countries and territories

Africa:
$24.6 million

Arab States and
North Africa:
S5 million _

Asia and the Pacific:
$18.6 million

W

Europe and GLOBAL

Central Asia:

$9.9 million

Latin America and
the Caribbean:

__LATIN AMERICA

$16.9 million
Global:
$3.4 million

All amounts shown in US Dollars.
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DEMAND AND
GRANTS AWARDED

[ 1
2006-2011
In 201, the Fund received
$1.2 billion in requests
and awarded $17.1 million
FUNDS REQUESTED
USD MILLION 28
W oS auocaro ~ $49 $46 S$21.0 $104 S04 SI7
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
PROPOSALS RECEIVED 651 512 1068 L 1643 J 2572 = 6446
GRANTS AWARDED 36 29 28 13 13 22 = 14









TOGETHER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW






